Useful Phrases in English

_= link these sounds together
red = stressed word or syllable  
this = dropped (silent) consonant

Important Questions

How do you spell X?

How do you pronounce X?

What_does X mean?

What do you call this_in_English?

How do you say X_in English?

What’s the difference between X_and Y?

What’s_another word for X?

Greetings

a) How’s_it going?
How are you doing?


b) Fine.   Pretty good.   Great.   Not too bad.   Still_alive.   Can’t complain.  

a) What’s new?   What’s happening?   

b) Not much.    Nothing special.    The usual.

See you later.   See you.   See you_around.   Catch you later.   Talk to you later.   Take_it_easy.

Weekends (past / future)
What were you_up to_on the weekend?

How did_your weekend go?

What was your weekend like?

Did_you_have_a good weekend?

Did_you_enjoy your weekend?

What did_you do_on the weekend?

Did_you do_anything_exciting_on the weekend?

How was your weekend?

How did_you spend_your weekend?

Did_you take_advantage_of this nice weather_over the weekend?

What did you get_up to_on the weekend?

What_are you_up to_on the weekend?

What_are you doing_on the weekend?

Are you doing_anything_exciting_on the weekend?

What_have you got planned for the weekend?

Short Responses

Good news:   Cool!    Awesome!    Sweet!     Nice!    Fantastic!
Bad news:   That’s too bad.    That sucks.      Lame!     Brutal.    What_a drag.        
Just news:   Oh yeah.    I see.    Is that right?    Really?    

Surprising news:   You’re kidding!    Are you serious?    Get_out!    No way!     Seriously?   Wow!
Disappointment / Anger: 
Shoot!    Rats!    Darn! 

Expressing Likes 


Expressing Mild Dislikes

Expressing Strong Dislikes

I love…



I’m not wild_about…

I can’t stand…

I’m crazy_about…


I don’t really_enjoy…

I detest…

I’m totally_into…


I’m not much_of_a fan_of…
I hate…





Telling a story

Did_I_ever tell you_about the time…

I’ll never forget the time…

That reminds me_of the time…   

You know what happened to me once?
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Discussion Phrases

Giving an opinion 



Asking for an opinion

     Leading a Discussion
In my_opinion…



What_do you think?

     We haven’t heard from X.
If you_ask me…



How do you feel_about_it?
     How_about you, X?
Personally, _I believe…


What’s your_opinion?

     Let’s hear from X.
As far_as_I’m concerned…


How_about_you?

     X, do you_agree with what Y said?
The way_I see_it…



What’s your take_on_it?
     X, do you have something to_add?
You know what_I think?


How do you see it?

     X, tell_us what you think.
Agreeing

      
Agreeing Strongly

    

Disagreeing Politely  


I_agree.

     
You’ve hit the nail_on the head.

I’m not so sure_about that.

I feel the same way.

You took the words right_out_of my mouth.  
That may be true, but…  


That’s what_I think.

You can say that_again.


I see your point, but…  
That’s_it_exactly.

I couldn’t_agree more.



Correct me_if_I’m wrong, but…  

That’s true.


You’re_absolutely right.


Maybe, but_on the_other hand…  

I think you’re right.

You’ve got that right.



Okay, but don’t_you think… 
 

Disagreeing Strongly

If You Don’t Understand

       

Clarifying

I completely disagree.

I don’t follow you.


       

What_I mean_is…

You can’t be serious. 

What_exactly do you mean?

       

The point_is…

How can you say that? 
I don’t_understand.


       

What_I’m trying to say_is…

That’s just not true. 

I’m not sure_I get_you.

       

What_I meant to say_is…

You’re dead wrong!

I haven’t got_a clue what you’re talking_about.      
Let me put_it_another way. 
I can’t_accept that

You’ve lost me.


       

What_I’m saying_is…
I really don’t buy that. 
You’re going_to have to_explain that.
       
       The point_I’m trying to make_is…
Checking for Understanding



Confirming Comprehension

Are you with me so far?



So what_you’re saying_is…

You know what_I mean?



So you’re trying to tell me…

You follow me?




Do you mean to say that…

Does that make sense?




Let me get this right. You think…

Do you understand what_I mean?


If_I_understand you correc tly,…

You_understand me?




So you believe…
Conceding a Point




Adding Information

Yeah, _I suppose you’ve got_a point there.

Not_only that but…

I hadn’t thought_of that.



Oh, _and_another thing…

Yeah, maybe that’s true.



On top of that,…
I see what_you mean.




Furthermore…

I see your point.




You know what_else?

Yeah, I guess that’s right.





Continuing a Discussion
        


Getting Back on Topic

Some people think…but…



Anyway, as_I was saying…

I don’t_accept the_argument that…


Where was_I? Oh yeah…

It’s been suggested that…



I forget what_I was saying. Oh …

I’ve heard people say that…but…


What was_I saying? Oh right…

I don’t believe that…




What were we talking about? Oh…
One could say…but…




Where was_I going with this? Oh…
Asking for Reasons




Interrupting
What gives you that_idea?



May_I say something here?
What makes you say that?



Can_I just_add something?
Why do you think that?



If_I can just jump_in here…
Why do you believe that?



Sorry to_interrupt, but…
You’re going_to have to explain that.

Just_a sec…
Can you explain your thinking on that?

Hold_on…
